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The Park featured this week is 
Thompson Park which is located at 
17th and Oak Street on Terre Haute’s 
southside. Thompson Park has a total 
of 4.73 acres and has several varieties 
of mature trees throughout the park. 


Before Thomspon Park came into 
being the area was known as Parson’s 
Field and was owned by Indiana State 
Normal School (later named Indiana 
State University). Parsons Field had 
been used as an athletic field by 
Indiana State Normal School. Normal 
School sold the property to the city so it 
could be used as a public park on 
September 7, 1909 for the sum of | 
twelve thousand five 
(12,500.00) dollars. In 1920 additional 
ground was purchased by the city for 
the sum of seventy thousand 
(70,000.00) dollars from Rose Poly- 
technic Institute (Rose Hulman). In the 
same year there were some other small 
purchases which were part of the 
ground which makes up the entire park 
area. 
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Colonel Richard Wigginton Thompson 
who was a famous military man, 
Lawyer and Judge. Col. Thompson 
served on President Rutherford B. 
Hayes’ Cabinet as Secretary of the 
Navy. He moved to Terre Haute in 
1843 to set up a law practice and 


became City Attorney. During the Civil ” 


War he was Commander of Camp Dick 


Thompson located on Poplar near j 
13th Street which was then the city 


limits of Terre Haute. Colonel 
Thompson died February 2, 1900. 


was considered one of the less pat- 
ronized city parks because of the lack 
of playground equipment. The Park 
was considered to be more of a beauty 
spot for the neighborhood. In 1926 
Thompson Park had a total of 88 trees 
in the park. 

In 1936 local neighbors circulated a 
petition which was presented to Mayor 
Samuel Beecher to not allow Negros in 
Thompson Park. Terre Haute has 
come a long way since 1936. 


| Thompson Park is still considered a 


Park Department office, room 208 in| 
The 1926 Park Department Annual | 


Report reported that Thompson Park | 


Over the years Thompson Park has 
seen several improvements such as: 
basketball courts, playground equip- 
ment and shelter/restroom facilites. | 


neighborhood park which provides a 
great amount of enjoyment to the 
children who live nearby. 


Don’t forget this coming Sunday, 
April 21, is the “Cycle Into Spring” 
bike race to be held in Deming Park at 
1:00 p.m. at the Larrison Pavilion. 
Register today for this free event at the 


City Hall or come early and sign up the | 
day of the race. There will be lots of fun 
for all, so come out to Deming Park and 
help us to usher in springtime! For 
more information call 232-2727. — 
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AS FAVORITE FOR CHILDREN 
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Thompson Park, situated at Sev- 
enteenth and Oak streets, is one of 
the more important neighborhood 
parks in the city park system, and is 
a big favorite with the children i 
thah vicinttyend l 
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class with the other outstanding 
parks in Terre Haute as a result 
of the installation of two new sani- 
tary rest rooms, construction of a 
new drinking fountain and shelter 
house, repairing of the sand box and 
repainting of all equipment.. New 
back boards on the horseshoe courts 
also were installed. 

Of much value in the park is the 
completely equipped playground 
Sr ee 


area, enabling children “in the sur- 
rounding neighborhoods to play in 
a place which is both safe and well 
supervised. 


